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Commission OKs project money for military bases  
 
By Michael McNutt 
The Oklahoman 
 
A state commission approved funding requests Thursday for projects at two Air Force bases in 
Oklahoma.  

The Oklahoma Strategic Military Planning Commission awarded the city of Enid $225,000 to build a 
backup water system at Vance Air Force Base.  
 
The city of Altus will get $200,000 to improve an Altus Air Force Base runway so it can be used by 
tenants of a planned $20 million air industrial park nearby.  

The backup water supply at Vance will provide security to the base in the event its main water supply is 
attacked as well as a backup in the event a water line is cut, commission Chairman Mike Cooper said.  

The project is estimated to cost $350,000. The city of Enid will pay the remaining $125,000 of the 
project's cost, he said.  

Runway improvements at Altus Air Force Base will allow it to be used by private aircraft either owned or 
doing business with tenants at the air industrial park west of the base, said Dr. Joe Leverett, a 
commissioner from Altus.  

The flights, not expected to be more than one per day, would not interfere with the base's mission, 
Leverett said.  

The commission was allocated $1 million this fiscal year to help the state's five military installations in the 
event any was selected for closure by the Base Closure and Realignment Commission.  

All five escaped unscathed; the money can be used to help the bases deal with growth and security 
issues, Cooper said.  

The commission earlier awarded $225,000 to the city of Lawton to help in efforts to buy a strip of land 
near Fort Sill to prevent urban development along the post's southern boundary.  

Tinker Air Force Base is expected to make a request at the panel's next meeting.  

The commission has $350,000 available in this year's funds and $200,000 in carryover funds, Cooper 
said.  

It will ask legislators for $1 million for the next fiscal year, Cooper said.  
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PV continues help for Miss. 

By Wendy Miller, Independent Newspapers  

 

Three months after Hurricane Katrina devastated much 
of the nation's Gulf Coast, many communities are still 
struggling to clean up the mess. 

Thanks to the Town of Paradise Valley, the going is a 
little easier for its adopted sister city of Bay St. Louis, 
Miss. PV already shipped three surplus municipal 
vehicles - a 1996 Chevrolet Caprice, 1998 Crown 
Victoria and a 1996 Chevrolet Lumina - and several 
computers to the community. 

More help should be on its way soon. PV mechanics already have thoroughly inspected one 1-
ton and two 3/4-ton utility trucks. The pick-ups were donated by the city of Phoenix, who would 
otherwise have retired them from its fleet. 

In addition, the Town is waiting to receive a retired police car from Sedona and a backhoe with 
trailer from the Salt River Project, Town Manager Tom Martinsen said. 

Earlier this year, the Town put out a call for trucks, loaders, fork lifts, backhoes and other heavy 
equipment needed to clear away the debris and - literally - build a fresh foundation for Bay St. 
Louis. 

"These vehicles are of extreme importance to help with Bay St. Louis's clean-up process," said 
Paradise Valley Mayor Ron Clarke, who likened the damage to a "war zone" after viewing it 
firsthand with his wife, Sheryl, shortly after the storm battered the Gulf of Mexico Aug. 25-29. 

In addition, the Clarkes received donations of school books Dec. 2 from students at West Gilbert 
Charter School and 50 backpacks filled with supplies from a private donor. Mrs. Clarke, an 
educator, is spearheading a drive to help rebuild Bay St. Louis's schools. 

Mayor Clarke is working with Luke Air Force Base, where he is an honorary squadron 
commander, to ship the donated work vehicles to Bay St. Louis. He hopes a C-17 transport plane 
can be diverted to Luke to pick up the vehicles and fly them to Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, 
Miss., about a half-hour from Bay St. Louis. 
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"Gen. Robin Rand has been very supportive. This would save us a lot of money," Mayor Clarke 
said. 

The Town has expended $24,262.01 in merchandise, salaries and travel expenses since adopting 
Bay St. Louis. That figure includes: 

l $9,730: the value of the three surplus municipal vehicles and equipment 

l $812.14: Public Works staff time to prepare the vehicles 

l $1,250: the value of the surplus computer equipment 

l $7,522.16: total salary and benefits for three police officers to transport vehicles and computer 
equipment 

l $2,092.92: officers' travel expenses (fuel, hotel, airfare, meals) 

l $2,854.79: cost of assessment trip by mayor and first lady 

Donations to the Town's hurricane relief fund total $33,111.83. The figure includes $19,673.25 
raised at the pancake breakfast organized by Town residents and $13,438.58 in contributions 
designated for Bay St. Louis police equipment. The latter was raised by Paradise Valley police 
officers and a donation from resident Scott LeMarr. 

PV officials plan to turn over the pancake breakfast donations by the end of the year, Mayor Ron 
Clarke said. 

"Right now, the money isn't earmarked for any specific purpose aside from the rebuilding effort. 
The Bay St. Louis people are doing a balancing act down there right now," Mayor Clarke said. 
"We're waiting to see how else we can make a difference." 

Post your comments on this issue at www.newszapforums.com/forum23. News Editor Wendy 
Miller can be reached at wmiller@newszap.com or (480) 483-0977. 
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